
 
Youth Achievement Foundation set to award over $10,000 in 
2016, looking to expand its reach 
 
 
Do you know a young person exploring a new idea or pursuing a self-directed project?   
 
Do you know someone who loves to solve problems or looks for solutions in creative 
ways?   
 
Perhaps you know someone who should be recognized for their past or on-going efforts 
to serve their community?   
 
The Kurt Giessler Foundation for Youth Achievement is now in its third year of 
providing ambition grants and achievement awards to recipients pursuing self-directed 
educational projects. Thee initiatives can be of various natures - including inventive, 
entrepreneurial, charitable, or explorative research - but cannot be for or have received 
school credit. 
 
The Foundation, which is led by an all-volunteer board of directors, is based on the 
mission statement written by the late Kurt Giessler, an educator and long-time Plymouth 
resident. 
 
Giessler attended Carnegie Mellon University, graduated in 2005 with a degree in 
mechanical engineering, and became a teacher in Hanover. He was born in 1980 with 
heart and lung ailments that lead in 2001 to a heart and double-lung transplant and, 
following a bout of rejection, another double-lung transplant in 2007. Before he passed 
away in 2012, Kurt defined the Foundation’s mission, which set in motion its work 
providing funding to enable young people to pursue their passions. 
 
“The Foundation has given a total of more than $12,000 to many deserving individuals 
who are pursuing their passions and interests,” Board member and Awards Chairman Dr. 
James Partridge said. “Award recipients have submitted and received grants in the areas 
of meteorology, photography, rainwater harvesting and prosthetics, as well as improving 
local parks and various entrepreneurial initiatives to benefit the community.”   
 
“We really want to reach the 12- to 16-year-old age range this year,” Foundation 
President Ken Giessler, Kurt’s father, said. “We know they are out there; it’s a matter of 
finding a way to connect with them. We hope local community leaders, educators and 
parents will help by encouraging these candidates to apply.”   
 
The Foundation has set an April 30 deadline for both types of awards it provides: 
Ambition Grants and Prize for Achievement awards.   



 
The Ambition Grant is designed to fund proposed endeavors by individuals that are 
inventive, entrepreneurial, charitable or explorative, and are unrelated to school or 
athletic activities.   
 
The Prize for Achievement is awarded to an individual who has successfully completed 
or is currently involved in an endeavor.  
 
Each award has its own criteria and requirements to apply including being a US Citizen 
and a target age of 12- to 20 years old, though the Foundation has considered individuals 
from 10- to 22 years of age. 
 
To learn more about the Foundation, its past recipients and how to apply, visit 
www.kurtgiessler.com or feel free to contact us directly at foundation@kurtgiessler.com  


